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Steering Committee 

Roger Austin Jackson, GA 
Bob Beiter Huron, OH 
Lou DeLancey Newport, PA 
Jack Etheridge Poplar Bluff, MO 
Tom Givan Hannibal, MO 
Bob Grimm Amsterdam, NY 
Sam Long West Chester, PA 
Dennis McGill Califon, NJ 
Bill McLay Warminster, PA 
Carl Pearson Pace, FL 
Doug Robe Blue Springs, MO 

  
Alert Message 

Attached you will find a 
survey asking your opinion 
regarding annual reunions. It 
is important that you voice 
your opinion by returning the 
survey. 
 

This Newsletter was prepared by: 

Lou DeLancey and Bill McLay. 
Editor, Edith McLay 

 

USS HANSON DD/DDR 832 

December 2011 Newsletter 

TO ALL HANSON CREW MEMBERS, FAMILY AND FRIENDS: 

Summary of Events at our Mobile, Alabama 2011 Reunion 

 In October of this year we held our annual ship reunion in Mobile, Alabama. We 

stayed at the AAA Diamonds 3 class Renaissance Mobile Riverview Plaza Hotel. We had 

27 crew members, 18 spouses, 12 guestsand 1 widow (Lucille Pugh from 

Jacksonville, Florida) for a total attendance of 58 people. Our hosts for this 

reunion included Roger / Mary Ellen Austin, and Carl / Dorothy Pearson who did an 

outstanding job in selection of the hotel and making arrangements for the tours. 

 Thursday evening after registration in the hotel lobby we joined our fellow 

shipmates, family andfriends in the Hospitality Room for refreshments and fellowship. 

 Friday we toured the National Naval Aviation Museum which is located at the 

Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Florida. The Museum tour was very interesting as we had 

more than 4,000 artifacts and aircraft associated with naval aviation to peruse during 

our visit. In the afternoon we held our annual Business Meeting. See Attachment No. 1 

for copy of:  „Summary of Mobile, Alabama Business Meeting‟ dated Friday 14 

October, 2011.  

  Saturday morning we visited the battleship USS ALABAMA (BB-60) and the 

submarine USS DRUM (SS-228) which is located at the USS Alabama Battleship Memorial 

Park in Mobile, Alabama. At the park we also toured the new Aircraft Museum with its 

collection of military aircraft and super-secret spy plane the Mach 3A Blackbird. At 11:00 

hours on the battleship we held a ‘REMEMBRENCE SERVICE’ to honor our departed 

shipmates. Saturday evening we had a sit down dinner in the historic and legendary ‘The 

Battle House Renaissance Mobile Hotel and Spa’ located down the street from our hotel. 

Cont. p. 2. 
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Cont. from page1 

Sunday morning we had an early 

breakfast and said our farewells to our 

shipmates and friends. 

A note of thanks’ is extended to the 

following people who helped make this reunion 

a success:  

The Reunion Committee: Roger and Mary Ellen 

Austin along with Carl and Dorothy Pearson for 

their many trips to Mobile and tireless efforts 

to make sure all details of the reunion were 

addressed in a timely manner. 

 

Crew Members who attended the Mobile, 

Alabama Reunion 

Roger (Tillie) Austin Larry Aycock  

Keith Best  Phil (Doc) Brown  

Charles Cartwright Frank Ciszek  

Lou DeLancey  Clyde Garrison  

John Gilmer  Tom Givan  

Bob Grimm  Floyd Hamburg 

Lowell Hottman  Jack Kearcher  

Robert Lang  Bob Lummis 

Jerry Matthews  Bill McLay  

Larry Nelsen  Carl Pearson 

Roy Ridderbusch  Doug Robe  

Gary Rudd  Larry Waters 

Ken Watson  Charles Wellens  

Max Winslow  

 

Hanson Web Site 

 To access the HANSON web site go to: www.usshanson832.org. The 

Hanson Webmaster, Carl Pearson can be contacted at: 
carl.pearson@mchs.com 

 

 To make additions or deletions to the roster of crew members please 

contact Bill McLay via e-mail at: 

wjm304@verizon.net 
 or mail your request to:  Bill McLay, 

    13304 Ann’s Choice Way,  

   Warminster, PA 18974 

 

Membership Dues 

 Just a reminder for crew members who have not paid their 2011 dues, 

now is a good time to get out your check book and write a check for $20.00 

made payable to: USS Hanson DD/DDR 832 Reunion Committee.Please 

forward your check to our Treasurer: Dennis McGill, 4 Country Lane, Califon, NJ 

07830 

 

Portland, Oregon 2012 Reunion 

 Next year our reunion will be held at the Red Lion Hotel on the River- 

Jantzen Beach, Portland, Oregon. 

The reunion will extend from September 20-23, 2012. Our hosts will be 

Reunion Co-Chairperson Jerry Matthews and Mary Jane Matthews from 

Winlock, WA. Room rates including all taxes at this four star hotel are: Single 

and Double: $111.37; Triple $122.62 and Quad $133.87 per night. Add $10.00 per 

night for a river view room or $15.00 per night for a Club Level room which 

includes coupons for free drinks in the Lounge. The hotel provides free shuttle 

service to and from the airport when you call the hotel at (503)-283-4466. 

The city of Portland, referred to as The City of Roses, sits on the 

banks of the slow-rolling, yet wide-banked Willamette River. Portland is a 

walking-friendly city in which wide sidewalks, clean streets, and clustered 

cultural attractions combine to make it easy to explore. 
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Don‟t forget to fill out your “Year 2013 Hanson Reunion Questionnaire” (SEE ATTACHMENT NO. 2) and  

return the completed form to Bill McLay by no later than February 1, 2012 

 
 

 

 

Ships Store 

Ship’s Store: November 1, 2011 

For orders contact Doug Robe at derobe@socket.net. Please make your check payable to: USS HANSON REUNION COMMITTEE and mail 

it along with this completed form to the attention of: Doug Robe, 3409 SW Park Lane, Blue Springs, MO 64015. Price includes 

shipping. Any questions about quantities on hand please call Doug Robe at 816-229-0465.  

 

 

Stock number Description Price Qty on hand Sold 

H0036WB Hat, blue, embro., winter, gold 

letters 

$18.00        9   

H0046SB Hat, blue, embro., summer, 

Gold letters 

$18.00        7   

               

               

T001WBXL T-shirt, white, blue letters, 

XL 

$13.00        2   

T0016WBXL T-shirt, white, blue letters, 

XL 

$13.00        6   

G0016WBL Golf shirt, white, blue letters 

Large 

$22.00        3   

G0016WBXL Golf shirt, white, blue letters 

XL 

$22.00        4   

S001WBXL Sweat shirt, white, blue letters, XL $22.00        1   

S0016WBXL Sweat shirt, white, blue letters, XL $22.00        1   

          

          

 
MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY HANUKKAH 

TO ALL OUR HANSON SHIPMATES and THEIR FAMILIES 
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Attachment No. 1 

 

       USS Hanson DD/DDR 832 

Summary of Mobile, Alabama Business Meeting 

Friday 14 October, 2011 

 

A. ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ - Bob Grimm (substituting for excused Dennis Mc Gill).  
Final status of our financial position not available until all expenses and income statements are reconciled from our meeting in 

Mobile. 

 

B. Old Business 
1. Mary Jane Matthews discussed the status of planning for the next Hanson reunion to be held at the 

Red Lion Hotel on the River ς Jantzen Beach, Portland, Oregon from September 20-23, 2012. Plans 
are being made for wine tasting / river tour and possible ride on the only functional, restored, 
World War ll PT boat left in the world. 
 

C. New Business 
1. Major topic of discussion during the meeting was the declining attendance at our annual reunions. 

Some suggestions on how to keep the reunions active included: 
a. Join forces with other sister ships that are experiencing similar declines in attendance.  
b. Wƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣ Ψ¢ƛƴ /ŀƴ {ŀƛƭƻǊǎΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ 

have their 2013 convention in Milwaukee, WI and 2014 convention in Charlestown, SC. For 
more information on coordinating our meeǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢ƛƴ /ŀƴ {ŀƛƭƻǊǎΩ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ 
contact Mr. Terry Miller, Executive Director at 1-866-880-4187. 

2. In order to solicit the opinion of the membership on how we should proceed with planning the 2013 
reunion, it was agreed to have Bill McLay conduct a written survey of all crew members to 
determine the course of action we should pursue to keep the Hanson reunions active. Also, would 
they continue to support attendance at the reunions? 
 

D. Notes prepared by: 
Bill McLay 
GM3 
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Attachment No. 2 

“Year 2013 Hanson Reunion Questionnaire” 

Attendance at recent reunions has been decreasing at an alarming rate. At our Business Meeting in Mobile it was decided to conduct a written 

survey of all crew members on our mailing list to determine the course of action we should pursue during planning for the 2013 Hanson 

reunion. 

 Please take a few minutes to complete this form and return the Questionnaire to:: 

 Bill McLay, 13304 Ann‟s Choice Way, Warminster, PA 18974    

             Thank you  12/15/2012 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

“Year 2013 Hanson Reunion Questionnaire” 

1. Would you support the following initiatives to help increase attendance at our annual 
reunions? 
 

a. Wƻƛƴ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ǊŜǳƴƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ȅŜŀǊƭȅ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ 
economy of scale to reduce costs.     YESNO 

 
b. Join the National Tin Can Sailors annual convention to take advantage of their 

tours / banquet facilities.      YES NO 
 

c. Restrict the location of the reunion to one geographic location: 

(circle only one)  East Coast       West Coast   Central States   
 

d. Keep the current policy of rotating the reunion location from  
East Coast; West Coast and Central States.   Yes NO 
 

2. Do you plan to support future Hanson reunions?    YESNO 

If not, why not? _____________________________________________________________ 
         _________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Do you enjoy having coffee in the Hospitality Room at the reunion? YESNO 
 

4. What are your suggestions on how we can increase participation at our reunion? 
 

5. Your name____________________________________ (Optional) 

 

Please circle only one answer for each question.  


